
amended to correct the cited informalities and to more particularly point out the subject 
invention. 

The presently disclosed invention is directed to packaging for a cigar wherein a cigar 
cutter is located on the cover. More particularly, the cigar packaging includes a hull (1) that has 
an open end and a sealing cover (4). The sealing cover (4) has a base surface (16) with a sealing 
side and a top side that is oppositely located from the sealing side. The sealing side closes off 
the open end of the hull (1) at times when the sealing cover is connected to the hull. A cutting 
blade (6) is connected to the top side of the base surface (16) of the cover (4). The cutting blade 
(6) defines a cutting edge (17) that is useful in cutting the cigar. 

As presently amended, Claim 1 is patentable over the cited references in that, among 
other reasons, it requires: 

a sealing cover having a base surface that has a sealing side and 
that has a top side that is oppositely located from said sealing side, 
the sealing side of said base surface closing off one end of the 
inner space of said hull at times when the sealing cover is 
connected to said hull; and 

a cigar cutter that is secured to the top side of the base surface of 
said sealing cutter. 

None of the cited references, either alone or in combination, describe or suggest a sealing cover 
with a base surface that has a top side that is oppositely disposed from the sealing side and that 
has a cigar cutter that is secured to the top side of the base surface as required by Claim 1 . 

In Kontos (C), a container (10) having a closed bottom (18) is threadingly connected to a 
cap (14). A knife (30) has a sharpened first portion (34) that is fitted with a slot (28) of cap (14). 
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Knife (30) also has a second portion (36) that lies within a recess (38) formed in cap (14). 
Second Portion (36) of knife (30) includes a gripping tip (42) by which a user can move the 
second portion (36) upwardly and align the portion (36) with the portion (34). The user then 
pulls the cutting knife (30) partially from the cap (14) to extend the end of the cigar to align the 
end of the cigar across from the slot (28) in the cap. The knife (30) is then inserted back into the 
cap (14) to cut off the tip of the cigar. A plug-removing member (50) is attached to the inner top 
wall (52) of cap (14). 

Kontos (C) does not have a sealing cover with a base surface wherein the sealing side of 
a base surface closes off the end of the inner space of the hull and the top side of the base surface 
is connected to a cigar cutter as required by Claim 1 . In Kontos (C), plug-removing member 
(50) is connected to the same side of cap (14) that closes the container (10). This is completely 
contrary to the structure that is required by Claim 1 . 

The differences between Claim 1 and Kontos (C) are not made unpatenable by 
combination of Knotos (C) with Winquist (A). Winquist (A) is directed to a coring knife having 
coring blades (28) that project from one end of the knife. Winquist (A) does not describe or 
suggest a cigar holder wherein the base surface of a sealing cover has a first side that seals the 
cigar tube and a second side that is connected to a cigar cutter. Accordingly, Claim 1 is 
patentable over Winquist (A), either alone or in combination with Knotos (C) for the same 
reasons discussed with respect to Knotos (C). 

Claims 2-6 depend from Claim 1 and incorporate all of the structure of Claim 1. 
Therefore, Claims 2-6 are patentable over Knotos (C) and Winquist (A) for the same reasons as 
Claim 1. The other references that were cited in the Official Action but not specifically applied 
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against the claims have been carefully reviewed, but are not seen to make the disclosed invention 
unpatentable. 

In accordance with the forgoing amendments to the claims and in view of the above 
remarks, Claims 1-6 as presently amended are considered to be in condition for allowance and 
such allowance is hereby respectfully requested. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Frederick L. Tolhurst ( / 
'Reg. No. 28,123 
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C. 
1 1 Stanwix Street 
15 th Floor 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
(412)297-4900 

710621_1 
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APPENDIX A 

Please find below claims 1-6 marked-up to show the changes incorporated in the above 
amendment: 

1. (amended) Packaging for a cigar^ eo mpriscd of said packaging comprising a hull_-t-Hh 
m-whe^e that defines an inner space-t2); t^-t^g-mM^^ 

off with 

a sealing cover having a base surface that has a sealing side and that has a top side that is 

oppositely located from said sealing side, the sealing side of said base surface closing off one 
end of the inner space of said hull at times when the sealing cover is connected to the hull; 
and (4 h thus charact c rized - in thai 

a cigar cutter t^that is affim ged on secured to the top side of the base surface of said 

sealing cover--(4--L 

2. (amended) The cigar Ppackaging according to claim lr-lbtts-elwaete^^^ 

wherein the sealing cover ( 4 ) is connccte d~to includes an open ended hull f£f on the top in w hose 
that is connected to the stop side of the base surface of said sealing cover, said open ended hull 
defining an inner space (7) the cigar cut *eH5- ) is arranged with said cigar cutter located in said 
inner space . 


3. (amended) The cigar Ppackaging according to claim 1 or 2;"4tH+vcharac^fized nv-thal 
wherein the cigar cutter f£fis comprised of a ring shaped cutting blade4^v-+3r444. 


4. (amended) The cigar ^packaging according to claim 3r^hus-H3te^aeto^ 
wherein the cutting blade f6*-e*^Hk Klefines a circumferential, straight cutting edge-f-W. 

5. (amended) The cigar ^packaging according to claim 3 . thus characterized in 
fhrtt where in the cutting blade fl-2)n?x&-kks- defines a wave shaped cutting edge-H-3--}. 

6. (amended) The cigar Ppackaging according to claim 37~4vuv-^te^ 
wherein the cutting blade (1 4 ) cxh itos defines a zig-zag shaped cutting edge-H-^4. 
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